
 

 

 

 
 

City of Sutherlin 
Parks Advisory Committee 
Thursday, January 20, 2022 
7:00 p.m. – Civic Auditorium 

 
  Agenda 
 

 

• Meeting called to order 
 

• Introduction of Media 
 

• Approval of Minutes:  August 12, 2021 Meeting 
 

• Tree City USA Proclamation 
 

• LGGP Small Planning Grant Application – Parks Masterplan 
 

• LGGP Large Grant Application – Tennis Court/Pickleball Court 
Improvements 
 

• Dog Park Improvements Update 
 

• Ford’s Pond Community Park & Trail Improvements - RTP Grant, LGGP and 
LWCF 2020 grant application updates 
 

• Central Park Multi-Use Staging Area Update 
 

• Public Comment 
 

• Committee Comments  
 

• Adjourn 
 
 

Next meeting 
TBD 
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CITY OF SUTHERLIN 
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

CIVIC AUDITORIUM – 7PM 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, 2021 

 
MINUTES 

 

Committee Members: Sylvia Monas, Lynda Whitaker, Adam Sarnoski, Craig Hoobler and Larry 

Whitaker 

Excused: Crystal Cunningham 

Absent:   

City Staff:  Community Development Director, Brian Elliott and Community Development 
Supervisor, Kristi Gilbert   

Introduction 
of Media:     None 

Audience:  None           

Chair Whitaker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION made by Lynda Whitaker to approve the minutes from the April 15, 2021 meeting; second 
made by Sylvia Monas. 
In favor:     Monas, Whitaker, Sarnoski, Hoobler and Whitaker.        
Opposed:   None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Tree City USA 
 
Chair Whitaker gave a brief overview of Tree City USA and the four standards that a city must meet 
to qualify.  Standard 1: A Tree Board or Department; Standard 2: A Tree Care Ordinance; Standard 3: 
A Community Forestry Program With an Annual Budget of at Least $2 per capita; and, Standard 4: 
An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation.  Mr. Whitaker noted that there are 67 Tree Cities in 
Oregon.  Portland is the largest and Echo is the smallest Tree City. Mr. Whitaker recommended the 
Parks Committee become the board for the City of Sutherlin to become a Tree City USA. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the $2 per capita.  It was clarified that the USDA grant would qualify for 
the funding standard as well as in-kind labor.   
 
If recommended to the Council, the Parks Committee would be responsible for following through with 
the four standards. 
 
MOTION made by Adam Sarnoski to recommend becoming a Tree City USA to the City Council, with 
the Parks Committee acting as the Board; seconded by Lynda Whitaker. 
In favor: Monas, Whitaker, Sarnoski, Hoobler and Whitaker 
Opposed: None 
Motion cared unanimously 
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Ford’s Pond Community Park & Trail Improvements - RTP Grant, LGGP and LWCF 2020 grant 
application updates - Construction Update - Sponsorship Discussion 
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director, provided a brief grant update, indicating there are 
concerns with the ADA slopes.  He noted the state inspector will be out next week to inspect it.  The 
archeological subsurface survey draft was completed and we are waiting for the final version in order 
to receive the funds and the notice to proceed for the next phase.  The entrance sign to Ford’s Pond 
is supposed to be installed by the end of August.  
 
Chair Whitaker stated that volunteers are emptying the garbage cans at Ford’s Pond and it’s 
becoming a lot of work for them.  He asked if they can get another green can from Sutherlin Sanitary.  
Mr. Elliott stated he would look into it.   
 
Central Park Multi-use Area 
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director, stated that we have moved forward with the design of 
the multi-use staging area with The Dyer Partnership Planners and Engineers Inc, city engineer of 
record.   
 
It was suggested that the staging area may be a good location for graduations to be held.     
 
Cooper Creek RV Park Brainstorming 
 
Brian Elliott, Community Development Director stated that staff met with Douglas County Parks 
Director, Rocky Houston.  He liked the ideas, to include but not limited to yurts, cabins, boat dock 
rentals, etc.  Mr. Houston will present the idea to the County Commissioners.   
 
Adam Sarnoski stated that if the County will dump sand in the swim area, he will spread it out.   
 
Sports Field/Complex Brainstorming 
 
Chair Whitaker stated that the city will be receiving ARP relief funds that could be used towards the 
development of a park complex.  Ideas proposed were; skate park, outdoor fitness, soccer field, golf 
putting, two volleyball courts, pickleball, half-court basketball, resting area, Frisbee golf, paths 
throughout multiple activities, etc.  Chair Whitaker stated that we should start figuring out what we 
want to do with the park space and then hire someone to design it.   
 
Several committee members suggested obtaining a solution/location for the Blackberry Festival and 
Rodeo Committees and their utilization of the grounds, before spending any money on a design.   
 
Chair Whitaker noted that all projects will need to be recommended to Council for their approval, so 
we should move forward sooner rather than later.   
 
Staff will reach out to the School District for utilization of the school grounds for parking and to the 
Blackberry Festival Committee and Rodeo Committee for their input.  
 
Public Comment – None. 
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Committee Comment(s)  
 
Craig Hoobler noted he will be out of town September 8 – 30, 2021, if a meeting is to be scheduled.  
 
Next Parks Advisory Committee Meeting is to be determined at a later time.  Staff will notify the 
committee.   
 
Adjournment:  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
    

           
______________________________                  _____________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert                                              Adam Sarnoski 
Community Development Supervisor    Vice Chair / Secretary 
 
                              

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE ON THIS _____ DAY OF _________________, 2021 

 











 

TREE CITY USA AND ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture established a special day to be set aside 

for the planting of trees; and  

WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a 

million trees in Nebraska; and 

WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and 

WHEREAS,  this is the 1st year Sutherlin has been recognized as a “Tree City USA” recipient for 

foster programs which increase the number and health of our trees, and desires to continue its tree-

planting endeavors; and 

WHEREAS, trees can be a solution to combating climate change by reducing the erosion of our 

precious topsoil by wind and water, cutting heating and cooling costs, moderating the temperature, 

cleaning the air, producing life-giving oxygen, and providing habitat for wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Sutherlin recognizes trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood 

for our homes, fuel for our fires, and countless other wood products; and 

WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business 

areas, and beautify our community; and 

WHEREAS, trees – wherever they are planted – are a source of joy and spiritual renewal. 

THEREFORE, I, Michelle Sumner, Mayor of the City of Sutherlin, Oregon do hereby proclaim 

April 29, 2022 as Arbor Day in the City of Sutherlin, and I urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day 

and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands; and 

FURTHER,  I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of 

this and future generations. 

 

DATED this______ day of ____________________, 2022 

 

              

        Michelle Sumner, Mayor 



City of Sutherlin Community Forest Work Plan 

To assist the City of Sutherlin, the Tree Board, and the Park Advisory Committee in 
developing a sustainable tree care program resulting in a healthier urban forest. 

GOALS 

• Review tree planting plans for annual park improvements 

• Include the City of Sutherlin’s Community Forest Work Plan, when the Parks Master Plan 
is updated.  

• Work with Friends of Ford’s Pond to continue restoration efforts of replanting native 
species  

• Develop a system to identify and record tree related work accomplished annually for 
annual Tree City USA recertification 

• Increase the number of trees planted city-wide 

• Submit the Tree City USA certification application for 2023 

• Submit timely information regarding tree news for publishing in the City newsletter 

• Keep City Council informed of Tree City USA certification information and awards 

• Evaluate available planting spaces in public areas to incorporate trees 

• Continue the recruitment process for new members on the Tree Board to replace those 
who are rotating off or otherwise retiring from the Board 

• Prepare an Arbor Day proclamation and read it at a City Council meeting prior to Arbor 
Day 
 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 

• Cultivate community partners/volunteers 

• Coordinate with high school FFA to continue gathering, planting, and growing acorns for 
the Oak Savanna at Ford’s Pond Community Park 

• Plan and execute a successful Arbor Day celebration 

• Facilitate an art contest (Trees are Terrific poster) for 4th and 5th grade students for the 
Arbor Day celebration  

• Begin planning process for Arbor Day celebration and observance (including free-tree 
give away) 

• Prepare seedling cards to be used with each free-tree give away 
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